THE IRON
VETERANS 1966-1986

Twenty Years Of The K.U.G.B.
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beginning, bul all are part of the K.U.G.B. tradition
Mames ke Terry Heaton, ChiH Hepbum, John
Anderson, Glen Haslam, The Adamou twins, Mick
Grey, Charles Mack, Ray and Pauline Fuller, Mick

Winning LJWM‘ team in 1877 (r. to L} Poynton, Bolton, Q'Nedll, J. Brennan, Sherry, Fariey, Brown

May 10, 1986 was a landmark in European Karale as
the Karate Unson of Greal Bnlain celebrated twenty
years ol Sholokan Karale with their annual tournameani
al Crystal Palace. You could be forgiven if you had the

Sensel Enoeda in 1971 af KUGE Mationals Siave Laitie 5 ITMOUs NOSE My 1976

KLUMGE wisit Scoftish Region in 1977

impression thal youw had seen it all before, indeed thal
you had been walching a replay ol 1986 every year
since then. Why? Because with a few regrettable
axcEphons in the form of retvement, splits and
pergavemant, the youlhful karate-ka of 1966 are shll
there: no longer youthiul, no langer competng, but stil
in ihe saddle. sull masmtaming what = probably the
highest techmical standard o Karate in Europe. and stil
orgamising their events with precision and polish

This 5 not fulsome praise from a pamisan
publication. There is somathing unigue aboul 1he
K. UG B which perhaps denves lrom the fact that iha
whode organization 15 justiiably proud al itsall, from the
S0 yiear ald who delighieq the crowd s year with his
kata show, o Senser Heinosuke Enoeda, the Chief
Instruciar This pride dsell 5 as tradional as the
Shotokan style itsell which has remained unswervingly
faiinlul 10 s slandard of performance. s kata, its
ebguete and s connection with the JK A in Tokyo,
Japan

This connecton was recognised agam this year with
the attendance of a representabive from the Japanesa
embassy (the ambassador himsell was n Japan with
Prince Charles and Princess Diana), and a special
guest rom JKAHQ Mre Tabala. 7ih Dan
WHOD ARE THEY?

The wran vaterans of our Lile are Sanses Enceda, Bih
Dan, Sensei Andy Sherry, Bth Dan, Sensei Terry
O'Nedl. 51h Dan, Sensei Bob Poynion. 5th Dan. Senses
sleve Cattie, 5th Dan, Sense Higgins, 4th Dan, Sense
Maylor. 4ih Dan, Sensei Langham, 4ih Dan and Senses
Rhodes, dih Dan. Not all ol them were there from the

Dewey, lan Maclaren, Dave Harard. Ron Wade, Jahn
Goodbody, Stan Krighton, Sandy Hopking, Mick
Tarrigr, Frank Brennan, Jimmy Brennan, Ronnie Watl,
and many othérs 100 numerous (o menton have all
played their par or aré still playing thesr par i thee ife
of the K.LL G.B. Though the Scots are a separate body
ihay are still part of the Brtish Sholokan scena
Regrets
One cannol speak of the W U.GB. and leave oul
Sensel Hirokasu Kanazawa, who preceded Sensei
Enotda on the Karale siage. bolh in Japan and
Europe. His stering eflofts in the early years, his
disagreamenis and his founging of ihe separale
Shotokan Karate Internabtional orgamsation are
anoiner siory. But he, and to a much lesser axient the
Japanese instruclors Senseis Asano, Kalo and Magai
deserve al the very least a menlion Even tha wnon
welerans slifl regard Sensed Kamazawa as one of the
besl Harale man in the warld

A5 | shook hands wilh Sensedn Enceda at ihe
immaculale V.I.P. reception my mind wenl back 1o 1he
days when | fwst saw ham. visiling London from
Liverpool when his bellowing commands gave him lor
me The nickname of the Shotokan Bull. In those days.
Andy Sherry and the beardless Terry O'Neill walked
aboul i ther black belts somewhal sell consciously
and another Shotokan man with the surname Smith
had been nvolved somehow with the temporary
cizappearance ol Sensei's new carl In Llverpool
anything 15 possible .. Then | thought about the first
lime | saw Sensei Kase His hair was black then and
his raped gyakuzuki came oul ke a piston rod
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o LA, Instruciors al ihe 1975 K UGB Ghampsanships (Tior): Matsw, Tomia, Shemy, Mo, Yahara, Kewaroe, Abe, Ochi Enoeda, Kon

TERRY O'NEILL

I remembered 1971, when the Liverpool leam were
glready the top team in the UK. Tery O'Neill faced
Willls and beat him with his, even then, famous Ushiro-
mawashi-geri. In the final Terry losi to Andy Sherry but
gven 50 was one of the top three or lour in tha K.LL.G.B.
Kata was nol a weak point for Terry either and that year
he came third, a whisker behind Bob Poynton, with
Jitte

Terry shone again in the A.E.K.F., atlacking to good
gllect against Brennan with his mawashi-geri
technigues. He was a member of the infernational
squad which defeated France in 1973, and in the same
year won the K.U.G.B. indwidual kumite with & win over
Glen Haslam. Ha had dalealad Ran Wadea in (he samd-
finals using the same lechnigue that got Haslam =
ushiro-awashigeri. In a style whosa winning technigua
has been predominanily gyaku-zuki, Termy i parhaps
unique with his mastery use of mawashi- and ushiro-
mawashigeri. Team-mate of that time, Andy Sherry,
has always been a gyaku-zuki man, but then Terry is
misch taler and his longer g reach gives him a
considerable range advaniage when i comes to
kicking.

In 1975, & year in which the K.ULG.B. nationals were
somewhal mamed by a spate ol injunes in the
gliminations, Terry again friumphed in the finals
against Mick Dewey. Again if was punch againsi kick,
and in spiteé of a hall point scored by Dewey with
reverse punch, Terry persisied with his roundhouss
techiniques and with an ushino version scored an ippon
io win. In the Liverpool versus Leeds leam final, Temry
again won, deleating Robinson by a fumikomi ger

WINNING AGAIN

In 1977 the annual nationals came round like
clockwork. Like clockwork, Liverpood karale leam with
Poynton, Bolton, O'Neill, J. Brennan, Sherry, Farley

and Brown were eam champions. Bul it was nol
clockwork for Terry who faced the game and abile
Steve Caftthe, who, in 1976 had been unable 1o
compete in the Kumite bacause of a broken nose,
prominently bandaged. John Anderson. reporing the
event, gave a large part of his coverage 1o this bout. i
showed what was said above aboul size. Caltle had o
iry 1o get past Terry's legs 10 score with his hands,
Cafile suMfered a hard blow 10 the head from Torry's
long barrelled mawashigen and went down. Soensa
Enepda examined Catile and he was pronounced il
and Terry got an on the spol telling off. But it was his
opponent, whose terrier like attacks are legendary,
who scored first with a jodan zuki, diving in under one
of Terry's kicks. Mot pul off, Terry scored with a
maeger, then he tied a most unorthodox lechniquea
which came off. Ha did a forward roll, ending with a
dowrnward kick at the stomach and a tetbsui. (Tarry has
never bean one to keep his lechnical head in the sand)
He scored and was champ agasn

This was lo be Terry's year - he won the kaila too with
Sochin, pipping kumile rival Cattle who came second
wilh Gojushiho. In laimess 1o Steve Cattle we should
say that Terry baal him in the kumile on a decision, bul
b =380l beat him, 3-1,

As this is a K.U.G.B. article we will not dwell on
Terry's other achievements and excursions inlo marnial
arts and simply say that he is one of the pillars of the
martial arts soCiaty
ANDY SHERRY
Is the highast graded English Shotokan stylist, holding
a Gth Dan JK.A. grade. He is masier of the reverse
punch and has used it quietly and effectively over the
twenty years being celebrated. Opponenis attacked
and opponents lost as their attacks were countared by
the ulira-cool man from Liverpool. Through the storms
ol dissension which have riven the Karate world, the
dark haired right hand man ol Sensel Enpeda has

come fhrough to his present position — Karate's
Cardinal Richligu

In 1870 ha wan the men's kata evenl with Jion and
he defeated Terry O'MNaill in the kKumite final. It was also
the year in which a K.U.G B. olficial remarked, altar
Lverpools leam win, “the new students are not
making the same grade-" This subsequently proved 1o
be not true for all ime with the later emergence of
Frank Brennan, the K.U.G.B. s remarkable champion
After a shorl absence, Andy was now 4th Dan, ha ro-
joined the Liverpool team in 1973, bul this was Loads
turm to win, and Cattle dateated O'MNill

In due course, Andy Shermy's role in the K.U.G.B
seems 10 have beoome mora of an admensiralor and
instructor and less of a competilor, but why not?
Someona has 1o look after the ship!

Likewize, the other veterans have fallan prey ho lime,
and their roles have had o change. But even so their
steely presence helps 1o keep the K.ULGB. al its
present level
JAPAMESE INSTRUCTIONS
Sinca those early Liverpoo! days, Sensel Enoada has
kept the pressure up, both on himsall and on his op
instructors. Travelling wsadaly and nol spanng his
efforis, he has beon assisied by resioent and visiting
Japanese sensel. Those have numbered Sensel Kase,
Sensal Shiral, Sensel Kawazoe, Sensel Ohta, Sensei
Tomita, and olhers R'El;l..llﬂf annual saminars n
Lancaster have provided opportunities for students to
keep up with and Impoove on their karate, as well as
the courses al Crysial Palace. Sensei Enceda is as
powerful as ever and his demonsirations atl the
national champlonships always broughi the housa
down. He is also very keen on golf, bul the stones
aboud thal will keep for anothear tima
THIS YEAR
The K.U.G.B, this year presentad Sansal Enooda with
a sword of the type wom by an Englsh Alr Yico

Marshal, which he held iiumphantly aloft. He was also
given a myslernous wrapped box by Mr. Tabata in
recognition of his work, from the J.K.A, The nalionals
began this year al 10.00 a.m. at the Crystal Palace and
went on until late into the evening with breaks for
meals. When tha lights went up for the finals at about
saven o'clock the stadium was packed

im the guarer finals Frank Brennan faced Pelers and
after a falled attack with a spinning back keck F Stofsd
with two gyaku-zukis to win. These conlesis wire a
reminder of how much the approach 1o sconng has
changed though the techniques themsalves Rave ot
In the old days students were much more flal-locled in
their body movaments, mone tradiional. Since that
time a way of ‘bouncing’ up and down on both feel has
developed. This modem dovelopment was heralded as
long ago as 1968 al Crystal Palace, by lormer boxer
Bryan Fitkin who bounced his way 1o victones and also
the disapproval of many purisis. However, as far as
gooring in sporl competiion is concermed the
Kyokushinkal veteran was rght and ihey have all been
proved wrong. Mowadays even tha wlira-traditional
K.U.G.B. doit.

Mext tima you watch Brennan, notice how his Teet
move through almost ninety degrees at the ankle as he
‘BOunces

Motable in the children's kata finals were Parnell with
Gojushiho-sho for the boys, and Bell of Ipswich for the
girls, winning for the second year running. When Bell is
able to redax more she will ba even beller
SWEEPING TO VICTORY
A visiting Halian leam trealed everyone o a inendly
contes! against the K.UG.B's finest but the Brils
showed jusi that extra skill which makeas them ona of
the world's leaders. Nolable here were many sweeping
iechnigues which again af one tima wene almost never
saan. |t is ironic thal whan, in 1967, judo and karale
man Charles Mack pointed out the eflectiveness of
swaeping techniques in Karate he was hardly listenad
1o, it was the emphasis placed on them by such men as
Dominique Valera and then Ticky Donovan that
avaniually made tham a respactable part of lhe karate
man's anmouny,

FRAMNK BRENNAN

Mo look al the K.U.G.B. would be complete, however
bried it was, if Frank Bronnan ware nol montionsd. Ho
is cast in the same mould as O'Neill, Shamry and
Poyniton, Haslam, Calile and Rhodes. Time and again
hes  powaeriul techneques and excellent kalta have
brought him lo the iop of the K.U.G.B. pyramid ol
compatitons and producs the queston: whal &5 0 abodt
Liverpood and Lancashire?

What is it®

Sandy Hopking winning with Nijushiho kata in 1876




